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Decree No. 3 Ad39

(16th January, 1988)  Commence-
ment.

o THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as
ollows— ,

The Council

(1) There is hereby ¢stablished a body to be known as the Town Planners Establish-
Registration Council (in this Decree referred to as "the Council") which shallbea  ment of the

body corporate with perpetual succession and a common seal and may sue andbe  Town
sued by the name.

_ Planners
(2) The Council shall be charged with the general duty of— Registration
: ,(a) determining who are town planners for the purposes of this Decree; Council, etc.

(b) determ ining what standards of knowledge and skill are to be attained by
persons secking to become members of the profession of town planning
(hereafter in this Decree referred to as "the profession") and reviewing those
standard, from time to time as circumstances may require;

~ () securing in accordance with this Decree, the establishment and
maintenance ofa register of persons entitled to practice the profession and the
publication from time to time of lists of those persons;

ulating and controlling the practice of the profession in all its aspects
- andramifications;

taining, in accordance with this Decree, of discipline; and
rming such other functions which in its opinion are calculated to
carrying on of its activities under this Decree.

the provisions of this Decree, the Council shall consist of a
ncil to be appointed in accordance with section 2 (7) of this
lowing other members, that is—

own planner to be appointed by the Minister to represent each State
n and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja in consultation with
tate Governors and the Minister of the Federal Capital Territory,

rom the Institute, one of whom shall be the current President

ppointed by the Minister of whom at least one is an
inistry charged with responsibility for matters relating to
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A 440 1988 No. 3 Town Planners (Registration, etc.)

(2)Subject to the following provisions of this section, a person whg

member of the Council otherwise than by virtue of paragraphs (a) and () of
secﬁm

1(3) of this Decree, shall hold office fora period of three years from the date of
his

appointment.
(3) The office ofamember of the Council shall become vacant if—

fa) he becomes bankruptor makes arrangements with his creditors;

(b) he is as a result of physical or mental iliness unable to discharge
functions as amember of the Council; or his

fc) he is convicted of an offence involving dishonesty, fraud or mﬁr&l

: turpitude.

(4) Any member of the Council holding office otherwise than by virtye of
paragraphs (a) and (b) of section 1 (3) of this Decree may, by notice in writin :
the Minister, resign his office. {4

(5) A person who has ceased to be a member of the Council (except in the

‘manner provided for in subsection (3) of this section) shall be cligible for re.
‘appointment: |
~ Provided that no person shall hold office as President of the Council for more
than two consecutive terms. i
. (6) Where a member of the Council ceases to hold office before the date

: -twl;mh]s term of office would have expired by the effluxion of time, the body or
rson by whom he was appmnted or elected shall, as soon as practicable appoint,

|

aph () of sectlcm 1 (3) of this Decnee) the foregoing prommusof ﬂus
shall not apply where a person holding office as a member of the
f that paragraph has ceased to hold office at a time - When| lhc

'=m_ay be, clect a person to f' 1l thc vacancy for Ihe residue of the telm

[i
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Town Planners (Registration, etc.) 1988 No. 3 A 441

(a)  suchmoneys as may be provided by the Government to the Council
by way of grantor by way of loan or otherwise however: and

(b)  allother moneys that may accrue to the Council underthis Decree.
Minister not later than 30 June
d in each subsequent year an
eeding financial year.

(3) The Council shall prepare and submit to the
of tlhe year in which this Decree comes into force an
estimate of its expenditure and income during the nextsucc

(4) The Council shall keep properaccounts in respect ofeach financial year and
proper records in relation to those accounts and shall cause the accounts to be
audited within six months after the end of each financial year t0 which the accounts
relate.

(5) The Council shall not have power to borrow money or (0 dispose of any

property except with the prior consent of the Minister and shall not have power to

_ pay remunerati (including pensions, allowances or other) except with the prior
. con ster and shall not pay expenses to any member or employee of
ouncil orto any other person except in accordance with scales approved by the

Council shall prepare and submit to the Minister not later than twelve

establishment and once in each year thereafter areport on the
iring the last preceding financial year and shall include in
audited accounts of the Council for that year and of the

ﬂy:ig'iVe._tQ the Council directions of a general character Power of the
' Minister to

cular matters (but not toany individual person or case) 1)
by the Council of its functions and it shall be theduty of ~ &¥©
ith the directions. directions to
the Council.
under the foregoing subsection, the Minister shall
direction on the Council and shall afford the Council
representations 1o him with respect to the directions; and
sentations made to him in pursuance of this subsection,
on either without modification or with such
o be appropriate, having regard to the
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(3) The register shall consist of two parts of witich dnd $hall be In ré8
i i ctof
fully registered persons and the othet Intespect of provisionally registered pepr:ons

(4) Subject to the following provisions ofthis section, the Council shall make
rules with respect to the form and the keeping of (he register and the making of
entries therein, and in particular-

i ing of applications f; A ey
{a) regulating the making 0 > 10T registration and i
evidence to be produced in supportofapplications; i

o ification to the registra
(b) providing for the noti -8Istrar, by the person
registered particulars relate, of any change in those panicuf:rS' S

isi i d person to have ap Sl
(c) authorising a registerc ‘ a Y qualification which
registered in relation to his name in addition to o hich is

i : = I, a5 he m &
substitution for, any other qualifications so registered { ay elect, in

(d) specifying the feesito e palctojthe C_quncil in respect of the entry of
names on the register and authorising the registrar to refuse to enter  nam i
 theregisteruntil any fee specified for the entry has been paid; and

ecifying anything falling to be specified under the foregoing provisions

in the register in accordance with the Council's
n the Council's opinion an entry which was incorrectly

the name of any registered
ceased to be entitled to be
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Town Planners (Registration, etc.) 1988 No. 3 A 443

the registrar may remove or deal appropriately with the particulars relating to the
person in question in the relevant part of the register; but the Council may for any
reason which seems to it to be sufficient, direct the registrar to restore to the
appropriate part of the register any particulars removed therefrom under this

subsection.
6.— (1) Itshall be the duty of the registrar P;l?l:ication
of the
(@) to cause a list of persons whose names and qualifications are register and
indicated in the register to be printed, published and put on sale to members lists of
of the public not later than twelve months from the beginning of the year in corrections

which this subsection comes into force:

(b) in each year after that in which a register is first published under
paragraph () of this subsection, to cause to be printed, published and put on
sale as aforesaid either a corrected edition of the register or a list of
corrections made to the register since it was last printed; and

fc) to cause a pnnt of each edltlon of the reglster and of each list of

emat--ar ‘reason '1e times for mspectwn by members of the
HHLE Al

(TR

the current year, or documents
publishcdin a previous year and

he oc_ume_n_ts__read together as being
d that any person not so specified

Registration
of town
‘planners
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S 1988 No. 3 Town Planners ( Registration, e, )

(b) he has passed an examination approveq by (e Council and has not had
less than two ycars post-qualification practical experience in the profession.

(3) An applicant for registration under this Decree shall
]

: e & : in addition to
evidence of qualification. satisty the Council that he is of good chary

cter,
(4) A person shall be entitied to be registereq Provisionally under this
Decreeil—

_ - ificate recognised by the Counci
@) heholds a certificate recognisec 1€ Louncil and has not had
A eg 'ri post-qualification practical experience in the profession; or the two

X

B | (k) hehas passed an examination conducted or approved by the Counci ang
i . has not had two years post-qualification practical experience in the profession

rected to be made in tht? (egister under subsection (4) of this
that the registration is provisional. and no entry so made shall be
egistration without the consent of the Council specified in writing

il shall, from time to time, publish in the Gazete particulars of
the time being accepted for registration under this Decree,

to subsection (2) of this section, where the Council is satisfied

that other country as town planners on the same or nearly
jons, a national or citizen of that other country shall, if
tely before the date of his application for registration
vithany uirements of the Council, be entitled to be
er under this Decree.
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1988 No. 3 A 445
9.—(1) The Council may approve

for the purposes of section 5 of this Decree Approval of

(@) any course of training which is intended for persons who are seeking o~ CuroCS,
become orare already qualified as town planners; i Rk
) and

({;} any institution, either in Nigeria or elsewhere, which the Council may ~ institutions
consider is properly organised and equipped for conducting the whole or any part
of course oftraining approved by the Council under this section

(c) any qualifi

: cation obtained as a result of examinations taken in conjunction
with a course of training approved by the Council under this section certifying
that the holder has in the opinion of the Council attained a standard of knowledge
and skill sufficient to practice town planning as a profession.

i (2) :rh_e _.CO.u_ntl:iI_ shall from time to time publish in the Gazette a list of

quahﬁcatwns-apprqm?dbx;imgﬁmﬁi
(3)The Council may, if it thinks fit, withdraw any approval given under this
qualification or institution; but before withdrawing

e Council under
vn, the course,
section; but
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Supervision 10. — (1) It shall be the duty of the Council to keep tself informed of the
of instruc- nature of—
tion and o Euils )
examinations (a) the instruction IVen at approved institutions to persons attending :
leading to approved courses of training; and
approved o .
qualifica- (b)  the examinations as  result of which approved qualifications are

tions granted, and for the purposes of performing tha duty the Council may
appoint, either from among its members or otherwise, persons to inspect
approved institutions or attend any examination conducted by such
institutions.
(2) Itshall be the duty of a person appointed under this section to report
to the Council on-

(a) the sufficiency or otherwise of the instruction given to persons
attending approved courses of training at institutions inspected by him;

(b) the sufficiency or otherwise of the examinations conducted at any
institution inspected by him; and

- e re_]aﬁng-to.the-_institut_ions or examinations on which

erally or in a particular case request him to report,

e institution or responsible for the
ting that person, body or authority to
uncil within such period as may be
ne month from the date of the request.

@d as a townplanner by

or not e"arll_t_:r than two
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Town Planners (Registration, etc.) 1988 No. 3 A 447

Professional discipline

(3) It shall be the duty of the employer, being a' fully registered town
planner supervising the work of a person employed with a view (0 obtaining a
certificate of experience, to secure that a person so employed is afforded proper
opportunities of acquiring the practical experience required for the purposes of
paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of this section.

(4) Where, after having completed the period mentioned in paragraph (a)
of subsection (2) above, a person affected applies for and is refused a certificate of
experience, he shall be entitled—

(a)  toreceive from his employer aforesaid particulars in writing of the
grounds of the refusal; and

(b)  to appeal from the refusal to a committee of the Council in
accordance with rules made by the Council in that behalf (mcludmg rules as |
to the time within which appeals are to be brought), : |

and on any such appeal the committee may either dismiss the appeal or itself
assue thﬂ cemﬁcate of experience in question or give such other direction as it

shall be established a body to be known as the Town  Establish-
' (in this Decree referred to as "the Tribunal") which  ment of the

sidering and determining any case referred to E?:ipli:‘“"}a
| constituted under this section and any other case of tl:: Imstail}
nce under the following provisions of this Decree. gating Panel.
onsist of the President of the Council and eleven '

nted by the Council and shall include three
ccby virtue of pamgraph (b) of' sectlon 1(3)of

' mgxsﬁered has committed acts of
a town planner or shonld for any
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Penalties for 13.— (1) Where- 1

unprofess- \ _ _ A
ional (a) aperson registered under this Decree is convncited of any oﬁ%by-
conduct any court or tribunal in Nigeria or clsewhere being a court having Powem%f. .

a person to a term of imprisonment for an offence (whether or N0t punishaple e
imprisonment) and the tribunal is of the opinion that the commission of the Offency |

is incompatible with the status of a town planner; or

(b) a registered person is adjudged by the tribunal to be gilty o
infamous conduct in a professional respect; or

(c) the tribunal is satisfied that the name of any person hag bk
fraudulently registered -
The tribunal may, if it thinks fit, give a direction—

(i) ordering the registrar to strike the person's name off the .ml@mtpm
of the register; or

(ii) suspending that person from practice by ordering him not to engage
in practice as a town planner for such period not exceeding 24 months pe
may be specified in the direction; or
(i) reprimanding him,

andany such direction may where appropriate include provision requiring the

~ refund of moneys paid or, the surrender of documents or any other thing as the

circumstances of the case may require. _ ol
(2) Where a registered person is judged by the Tribunal to be guilty of
duct not amounting to infanious conduct, which in the opinion of the
is incompatible with the status of a town planner, the Tribunal may, if it
ks fit, give such direction as is authorised by sub-paragraph (ii) or (iii) of
section ( )of this section and such direction may where appropriate. include
¢ refund of moneys paid or surrender of documents or any
umstances of the case may require. oy

ibunal may, ifit thinks fit, defer or further defer s decision s to
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- tl(IS)T‘??.Vheu the tribunal gives a direction under subsection (1) of this
section, the ribunal shall cause anotice of the direction to be served on the person
to whom it relates. -

(6) The person to whom such a direction relates may, at any time within 28
d?ys f.rom the date of service on him of the notice of the direction, appeal against the
direction to the Court of Appeal; and the tribunal may appear as respondent to the
appeal and, for the purpose of enabling directions to be given as to the costs of the
appeal and of proceedings before the Court of Appeal, the tribunal shall be deemed
to be a party thereto whether or not it appears on the hearing of the appeal.

(7) A direction of the tribunal under subsection (1) of this section shall
take effect— :

_ (?) wh_ere no appeal under this section is brought against the direction
within the time limited for the appeal, on the expiration of that time; or

(®) ‘where such an appeal is brought and is withdrawn or struck out for
want prrose_wtion,__ on the withdrawal or striking out of the appeal; or

(¢ where such an appealis brought and is not withdrawn or struck out as
wesal 11 is dismissed, and not otherwise howsoever.

noved from the register in pursuance ofa
all not be entitled to be registered again
that behalf given by the tribunal on the
under this section for the removal of the
jay stipulate that an application under this
ffected person until the expiration of such
(and where he has duly made such an
application) as may be specified in the

Offences and
venue for
trial thereof

town planner who—
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4450 1988 No. 3 Town Planners (Registration, efc.)

(3) If any person, for the purpose of procuring the registration of any
name, qualification or other matter-

(a) makes a statement which he believes or ought reasonably to believe to
be false inamaterial particular; or

(b) recklessly makes a statement which is false in a material particular,
he shall be guilty of an offence under this Decree.

(4) If any person employed by the Council wilfully makes any
falsification in any matter relating to the register, he shall be guilty of an offence
under this Decree.

(5) A person found guilty of an offence under this Act shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding N1,000 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceedmg two years or to both such fine and imprisonment and, where the offence
- isacontinuing one, to a further fine not exceeding N20 for each and every day that
~ theoffence continues. -

(6) Where an offence under this section which has been ‘committed by a
ody corporate is proved to have been committed with the consent or connivance
ﬁf- r to be attributable to any neglect on the part of, any director, manager,
. or other similar officer of the body corporate, or any person purporting to

n any such capacity, he, as well as the body corporate, shall be deemed to be
at offence and shall be liable to be prosecuted against and punished

shall be triable in the Federal High Court.
Miscellaneous and Supplementary

registered town plénner shall (but to the extent only of his
titled to practise asa town planner throughout the Federation.

duty of the person in charge of each university or other
ng in the cheratlon having a faculty by whatever name
a course : mtended fOr persons ‘who are
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A 452 1988 No. 3 Town Planners (Registration, etc.)

(2) Reference in this Decree to service under or employment by a
Government include referenced to service under or employment by a Federal or |
State statutory corporation or a company whaolly-owned or controlled by *
Government or service under a Local Government Council.

(3) Any approval, consent, direction, observation, report, representation
or request authorised or required to be given or made by or under this Decree shall
be in writing and may, without prejudice toany other method of service (but subject
to the provisions of rules made pursuantto Schedule 2 of this Decree) be served by

Citation. , 19. This Decree may be cited as the Town Planners (Registration, etc.)
S Decree 1988.
T SCHEDULES
2 ot
TR a1 SCHEDULE 1 Section 1 (4)

= . ,
' © SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COUNCIL
Proceedings of the Council

the provisions of this Decree and of section 26 of the
1964 the Council may make standing orders regulating the

ted under paragraph (a) of section 1 (3) of this Decree: and ]

m tteé-t;f_th;ﬁbuncil shall be determined by the Council.

int one of its members to be the Vice-President
as the Council may determine, so however that a
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. '(3) Where the Council desires to obtain the advice of any person on a
; particular matter, the Council ma

3 Y co-opt him as a member for such period as it
thinks fit; buta person who is amember by virtue of this sub-paragraph shall riot be

entitied to vote at any meeting ofthe Council and shall not count towards a guorum,

(4) Notwithstandin
paragraph, the first meetin
may give such directiong
atthe meeting,

8 anything in the foregoing provisions of® this
g of the Council shall be summoned by the Minister who
as he thinks fitas to the procedure which shall be followed

Cominittees

S.— (1) The Council m

’ ay appoint one or more committees to carry out on
behalfofthe Council such ofits

functions as the Council may determine.
this paragraph shall consist of the
and not more than one-third of those

(2) A committee appointed under
number of persons determined by the Council

persons may be persons who are not members of the Council; and a person other

than amember of the Council shall hold office on the committee in accordance with
the terms of his letter of appointment. '

(3) A decision of a committee of the Council shall be of no effect until it is

confirmed by the Council,

Miscellaneous

. 6—(1) The fixing of the seai of the Council shall be authenticated by the '
stgnamre of the President or of some other member authorised generally or

y by the Council to act for that purpose.

1ent, thChlfmade or executed by a person not
ired to be under seal, may be made or
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A 454 1988 No. 3 Town Planners (Registration, efc.)
SCHEDULE 2 [Section 12 (5)

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE DISCIPLINARY
TRIBUNAL AND THE INVESTIGATING PANEL
The Tribunal
1. Thequorum ofthe tribunal shall be four.

2.— (1) The Chief Justice of Nigeria may make rules as to the procedure to be
followed and the rules of evidence to be observed in proceedings before the
tribunal. :
(2) The rules shallin particular provide-
Ry (a) forsecuring that notice of the proceedings shall be given, at such time
R and in such manner as may be speclﬁed by the rules, to the person who is the
: sub_]ect ofthe procaedmgs
: (b) for determining who, in addition to the person aforesaid, shall be a
~ party to the proceedings;
(c) for securing that any party to the proceedings shall i he so requires
be entitled to be heard by the tribunal;
_ 3"(4'_) - :fn'r 'etial:lling-any party to ﬂie.proceedih_gs to be represented by a legal

(e) for subject to the provisions of section 13 (6) of this Decree as to the
~ costs. of 'pmceedmgs before the tribunal; .

_:th : pmceedmgs is guxlty of infamous conduct in any professional
at where the tribunal adjudges that the allegation has not been

it shall record a finding that the person is not guilty of such conduct in
€l towhmhthe nllegatmnmlaws,
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Assessors

~ 4. — (1) For the purpose of advising the tribunal on questions of law
arising in proceedings before it, there shall in all such proceedings be an assessor to
the tribunal who shall be appointed by the Council on the nomination of the Chief

Justice of Nigeria and shall be a legal practitioner of not less than seven years
standing.

_ (2) An assessor, when nominated in accordance with sub-paragraph (1) of
this paragraph, shall be appointed by the Council by instrument, and the assessor
shall hold and vacate office as provided in the instrument; and where the

appointment is not a general one, it shall have effect only in respect of a particular
meeting of the tribunal.

(3) Subject to the terms of his appointment, an assessor shall attend any
meﬁtmg Ofﬂlembuual as andwhen requested to do so by notice in writing given to
clear days before the date appomtcdforﬂie
advise the tribunal on questions of law arising in
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i in its
8. The tribunal or the panel may act notwithstanding any vacancy
membership; and the proceedings of either body shall not be Invaiig;::i tby ‘:z
irregularity in the appointment of a member of that body, or (su wl?o o
paragraph (2) of paragraph 7 above) by reason of the fact than any pem as
notentitled to do so took part in the proceedings of that body.

9. The tribunal and the panel may each sit in two ormore divisions. -4

10. Any document authorised or required by virtue of this Decree to be
served on the tribunal or the panel shall be served on the registrar.

' 11. Any expenses of the tribunal or the panel shall be defrayed by the i
Council. |

MADE at Lagos this 16th day of January, 1988. 1

. s tee” SIS

GENERAL I. B. BABANGIDA |
President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armqa’ Forces |
Federal Republic of Nigeria ‘ 1
1 ! - l
’ EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note does not form part of the above Decree but is

intended to explain its purport)

ablishes the Town Planners Registration Council for i/
provides extensively for the regulation of the
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